
COMPARING BIOGRAPHIES:
THE LIVES OF JACK

PRELUTSKY

Read the biography of Jack Prelutsky from The American
Academy of Poets:

Jack Prelutsky was born in Brooklyn, in 1940, and
attended Hunter College in New York City. Although he
claims to have hated poetry through most of his
childhood, he rediscovered poetry later in life, and has devoted many years
since to writing fresh, humorous poetry aimed specifically at kids.

"I realized poetry was a means of communication, that it could be as exciting or
as boring as that person or that experience."

After stints as a truckdriver, photographer, folksinger, and more, he is now the
author of more than thirty collections of original verse and anthologies of
children's poetry, including Behold the Bold Umbrellaphant and Other Poems
(Greenwillow Books/HarperCollins, 2006),The Beauty of the Beast: Poems
from the Animal Kingdom (2006), The Random House Book of Poetry for
Children (1983), Nightmares: Poems to Trouble Your Sleep (1978), and The
Queen of Eene (1976).

In 2006, Prelutsky was named the first Children’s Poet Laureate by the Poetry
Foundation. He lives in Washington state, and spends much of his time
presenting poems to children in schools and libraries throughout the United
States.

Now read the auto-biography of Jack Prelutsky which he shared with children at Kids
Reads:

"I have always enjoyed playing with words, but I had no idea that I would be a
writer. There was a time when I couldn't stand poetry! In grade school, I had a
teacher who left me with the impression that poetry was the literary equivalent
of liver. I was told that it was good for me, but I wasn't convinced.

When I was a young man, I discovered poetry again and it changed my life. I
had spent months drawing several imaginary animals, but one evening I
decided to write a little poem to go with each drawing. A friend encouraged me
to show the poems to an editor, and when I did, I was astonished to find that
the editor -- Susan Hirschman -- thought I had a talent for writing verse. Susan
told me I was a natural poet and encouraged me to keep writing. She published
my first book and, 30 years later, she's still my editor.



I was born in Brooklyn, New York, on September 8, 1940, and now live in
Washington State with my wife, Carolynn. I have a studio in my house, which
contains my writing desk, computer, lots of books, and my collection of
miniature frogs."

Which reading did you enjoy more-- the biography or the auto-biography?
Why?

Let's explore how these two readings might have given you different
impressions about Jack Prelutsky.

As you read over the readings again, use the columns below to write down at
least 5 words that stuck in your mind after each reading. These words don't
have to actually be used in the readings. Instead, they can be words which
record your "impressions" about the readings.

For example, my impression of the first reading is that it sounds very
professional, so I might write the word "professional" under the biography
column. On the other hand, my impression of the second reading is that is
sounds more playful, so I could write the word "playful" under the auto-
biography column. There are no right or wrong answers-- there are only your
impressions and opinions. So let's see what you think. Re-read and write the
words that come to mind about each reading. Try not to use "professional" or
"playful" since I've already used them in my example. When you are finished,
we will share our impressions and compare them.

Impressions about the biography
Impressions about the auto-biography


